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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Building Bridges 
 
Spring has arrived and the ASE Board held its 5

th
 meeting in the 

City of Bath, England during the traditional ASE Spring Weekend 
– described elsewhere in this ebulletin.  
We can now look forward to our 40

th
 Anniversary celebrations in 

Budapest, Hungary at the JCI European Conference from 10
th
 – 

14
th
 June.  Register now if you have not done so already. An ex-

cellent programme has been arranged for Senators and their part-
ners – an opportunity to build bridges with Senators across 
Europe and to meet the incoming ASE Board. 
The programme includes :- 
 

Pre-tour ‘Monarchia’ 7
th
 – 10

th
 June  

Local visits and day tours; Golf tournament 
Special Anniversary Reception, Friday evening 
AGM at Hungarian Houses of Parliament, Saturday morning 
Anniversary Senate Lunch, Railway Museum, Saturday after-

noon 
 
For further information see www.jciec2009.org 
For any queries, contact Peter Bakos, Chairman, Senate Organis-
ing Committee, on <pgbakos@yahoo.com> 
A recent visit to Germany and to the German Senate Spring week-
end in Leipzig reinforced for me the values of Junior Chamber In-
ternational and what the organisation can offer young people and 
Senators today – particularly in a worldwide context – knowledge 
and understanding of past events, shared together with col-
leagues from different countries, and, looking to the future – in a 
spirit of friendship and fellowship. 
Come to Budapest and have a similar experience. 
 
Clare Ashton  #31337  President ASE 2008-2009 
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This year I have the great honour of being the 
British Senate Chairman – the first in a very 
short line of non-drinking Chairmen!  We have 
also recently realised that 2009 marks the 50

th
 

Anniversary of the British Senate, with the first 
Chairman being appointed in 1959. 
The British Senate provides support to JCI UK 
in the form of six £100 bursaries to encourage 
new JCI UK members to attend their first inter-
national event and a £250 award (again to-
wards attendance at an international event) to 
the “Best New Member”.  We also provide train-
ing and mentoring and will support JCI locally if 
asked (but we do feel strongly that we need to 
be asked!).  I have an ex-officio place on the 
JCI UK National Board and the British Senate 
also support the JCI UK Foundation. 
The British Senate is the most active Senate 
organisation in Europe, and, probably, the 
world! Unusually we do not currently charge a 
membership fee to our Senators (though the 
Council will be recommending a change); in-
stead Senators subscribe to the European Sen-
ate Newsletter published by the British Senate 
on behalf of the ASE.  Our running costs are 
funded from a small surplus from British sub-
scribers, interest on investments and merchan-
dising.  We currently have addresses for 830 
past and present Senators of which about 450 
currently subscribe to the newsletter. 
We have an extremely active programme of 
events every year with a printed programme 

card sent out to all British Senators every Janu-
ary.  This year we have 7 Senate weekend ac-
tivities with weekends coming up in Newcastle, 
Market Harborough, Hereford, Beddgelert and 
Huntingdon (we have already visited Leeds and 
Belfast) plus of course the famous British Sen-
ate Drumming Out when they get rid of me in 
Milton Keynes in January 2010.  We also or-
ganise one-day events from time to time.  Nor-
mal attendance for our weekends is 25-35 al-
though we had over 50 in Belfast!  We are al-
ways happy to welcome non-British Senators to 
all our weekends, not just the Drumming Out.  
Full details of our programme is on the British 
S e n a t e  w e b s i t e :  h t t p : / /
www.britishsenate.org.uk/  
The British Senate are also active in Europe 
with a number of keen travellers.  We are al-
ways happy to volunteer to help with European 
events and of course the ASE Board.  This 
year, we are very pleased to see our very own 
Clare Ashton as your ASE President, Paul Hill 
as Ambassador (and Legal Counsel) plus of 
course Peter Browning, European Newsletter 
Editor who has introduced a fourth edition per 
year plus full colour. Over 110 Senators from 
other European countries currently subscribe to 
this high-quality publication. 
Very best wishes for a great Senate year, and I 
hope to see you all at my Drumming Out in 
January! 

 

Chris Read  

Senator 50259 

British Senate  

Chairman 

We wait for you 

June 

10 - 14th 



  

 

 

 

 

Questions by Francis Defauw to 

Jacques Arnal, candidate Ambas-

sador on new board 2009-2010 

  

Could you specify how you inter-

pret your candidacy as member of 

the board of the ASE ? 

 

How do you see France playing a 

bigger part in Europe, and what 

impetus do you think you person-

ally can give?  

 

Jacques Arnal’s reply. 

 

Thank you for asking me some 

(complicated) questions concern-

ing my candidacy for the ASE …  

Why not think of being a candi-

date for the ASE as Europe is also 

having political elections this year! 

Why not consider being a candi-

date for the ASE at the congress 

where our European Association 

of Senators celebrates its fortieth 

anniversary! 

Why not consider my candidacy to 

the ASE after two years of Presi-

dency of the French Association of 

Senators and furthermore, my suc-

cessor’s programme mentions 

about the European Senate that: 

“The Past President is charged to 

maintain and improve the links 

which unite us” 

Why not decide to be a candidate 

for the ASE in order to be able, in 

concrete terms, to give to the 

European country which has the 

most Senators (1900) and contrib-

ute on a permanent basis to the life 

of the ASE. 

 

Furthermore there is the convic-

tion that the French Senators 

should, in time, involve them-

selves more in the European Sen-

ate… A committee to encourage 

and support those who participate 

in the structure of the ASE and to 

promote the activities of the Euro-

pean Association for the French 

Senators is being created. 

Considering and deciding are one 

thing. One also needs to have 

ideas, a vision and knowledge of 

what we can provide (beyond a 

good humour!). For such a “well 

oiled” and complex Association 

this is not an easy task. In my 

opinion we should consider trying 

to get closer to JCI, and also the 

idea of the “Task Force”. The AFS 

JCI of which I have been in the 

national team for 10 years has ac-

quired a certain expertise in help-

ing the LOM’s, in particular 

through the “Radioscopie” and 

“Cellule de Croissance”(booklets 

edited by French Senate). 

Finally, to be an Ambassador of 

our European Association to other 

countries is, to say the least, an 

interesting challenge. 

It is with much conviction that I 

write this…but one should not ne-

glect the aspects of friendship and 

discovering. At the international 

European JCI, as a member and 

also as a Senator I have made 

many solid friendships, friends 

which I always meet again with 

pleasure. Recently, at the Euro-

pean Board I have made new ones, 

and I do not want to lose these 

contacts…I believe that I shall 

make more fascinating and con-

vivial discoveries. As a bonus 

there are the Jaycee Spirit and Val-

ues. (What pleasure to listen to 

our European friend’s particular 

and unanimous sensibility towards 

our movement). 

I have to admit, dear Francis, that 

PLEASURE is also a very impor-

tant contributing factor! 

 

Jacques ARNAL           

Sénator  #55945               

Past-Président AFS  

Jacques Arnal #55945, President AFS  

2007 & 2008 

and Francis Defauw #22596,  

ASE Ambassador for France 

A wet spring meeting in 

Bath, England! 

The short description of Bath weekend 

is you were wet both inside and out-

side your body almost all the time. It 

was not because of the weather! It was 

because the President Clare Ashton, 

#31337, and her runner Mike, # 11913, 

had made an excellent weekend ar-

rangement. They made a weekend with 

water outside and champagne inside. 

The traditional spring meeting for ASE 

is a gathering for the ASE Board mem-

bers, past European Senate Presidents 

with their partners and  National Presi-

dents and Chairmen to meet and min-

gle and to enjoy great Senate Friend-

ship. It is almost always in the home 

country of the ASE President. Our 

President made a fantastic choice, I 

was pretty much against it from begin-

ning because it seems to me, a b----y 

foreigner, somewhere in the middle of 

nowhere. Of course the problem was 

solved with transportation. A luxury 

bus loaded with champagne picked us 

up at Heathrow, what else could a 

senator ask for? This Spring meeting 

was, as already mentioned, excellently 

organized in the historical city of Bath. 

The programme was full of surprises 

and historical places to visit: local pub 

lunches, old coach tour to Castle 

Combe with a Champagne Picnic, 

Bumblebee Club at the Cross Bath 

with champagne, Gala dinner in the 

Pump Room of the ancient Roman 

baths with senators wearing togas and 

the ladies dressed with golden tiaras – 

could there be more suitable surround-

ings for senators to have dinner, dis-

cuss important issues and have fun?! 

Thanks Clare and Mike for a fantastic 

weekend.  

Per Erichs  

# 53 237 

ASE Ambassador  

West to East  

2008-2009 

 



  

Dear Senate Friends, 

My year as your Deputy President 

has been very rewarding and my 

passion for the Senate work has 

grown, if that was  possible. My 

Senate years have taught me the 

value of unforgettable memories 

from great events, lifelong friends 

from almost any culture, and 

tolerance for differences between 

people – the true basis and meaning 

of Senate spirit and friendship. My 

mission as your incoming President 

is to inspire you to gain these 

values, to create strong links 

between the European Senate, JCI, 

and other Senate organisations 

worldwide. 

For my year as President I have the 

following main objectives, to:   

 

* Improve cross border Senator 

contacts by promoting our 

communication channels. 

I will appeal to all European 

Senate Presidents to encourage 

their members to subscribe and 

contribute to our Newsletter, E-

Bulletin and Website. This 

might  

 

*     give the subscribers a 

stronger feeling of ownership in 

the ASE, 

   *     inspire them - and especially 

more younger Senators from 

new countries - to participate 

at international events,      

bringing them closer to the 

Senate family, and 

*     inspire them to contribute 

and make the Newsletter and the 

E-Bulletin even more European. 

 

* Use my many contacts to get 

more participation from France, 

Austria, Italy and Spain. 

 They are resourceful, they are 

many, and I speak their languages. 

 

* Promote the ASE as a positive, 

influential circle of fellow 

Senators with a purpose. 

This will also include co-

operation with other area 

Senates and give support for the 

formation of area and national 

Senates where they don’t 

already exist in order to 

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  S e n a t e 

internationally. 

 

* Appeal strongly to all 

c oun t r i e s  t o  c on t r i bu t e 

financially to the ASE. 

The ultimate goal should be that 

the ASE can contribute towards 

Board members’ travel costs to 

avoid Board membership being 

a privilege for only the 

financially well-situated.  

*   Serve Senators in Europe, 

make the ASE more known and 

lead it to a fruitful, flourishing 

and friendly future. 
      I try to form an active ASE 

Board with Ambassadors who have 

time to travel and contact their 

countries to get to              know 

their different needs and to help 

when asked - especially in 

supporting them and passing on 

news about activities in Europe and 

Worldwide. 

 

The ASE should continue to assist 

JCI and Jaycees in general. The 

mentoring programme and the 

Essay Contest Judging are good 

examples of our support. New joint 

projects should be sought whilst 

avoiding too much interference. 

The ASE could, foe example, 

establish a special Senate Award 

for an outstanding Jaycee or a 

National organisation or be a 

Godfather helping JCI to recruit 

new members. 

My “Theme” will be very 

colourful, bringing us together, 

making it happen, but more will be 

revealed later. Let’s have Fun 

together in Budapest! 

Warmly,        

Arja Vilanko 

JCI Senator # 45425 

Deputy President 2008-2009 

First timer mentor program and the 

essay program 

 

 

On our  Website 

www.jcisenate.eu  
you will find 

 

Our goals and rules 

Reports of meetings 

 Projects 

Picture reports 

New members 

etc. etc. 

   
For all suggestions, articles, pictures 

to be edited, please contact 

Francis Defauw 

Senator # 22596 

email: bcsfdf@gmail.com 

 

The E-Bulletin is open to all languages. 

Everybody can communicate with us in 

his own language, as far as he gives us a 

translation of his text in english, where 

everyone could refer to.  Indeed it’s inte-

resting to know how different countries 

are considering the role of a Senator. 

Message  
of Arja Vilanko 

Deputy President 2008-2009 


